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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claim 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Although the control program is capable of being executed by a computer, 
by itself is merely a computer listing or data structure per se and not statutory 
because it is not capable of causing functional change in the computer. See 
MPEP 2106.01(1)." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent; or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, excefif that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for the 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English. 
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4. Claims (1-2, 6,11) rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Huaetal, US 7,127,120. 

Regarding claim 1, Hua discloses a data metadata extraction module, 
content selection module, and fusion module (See Fig 2, 208, 216 and 218). An 
information processing method for editing input data, comprising: an obtaining 
step of obtaining metadata of the data (See col. 2, lines 52-56 which discloses 
that metadata features are extracted); a selecting step of selecting a transition 
clip used for adding a transition effect to the data based on the metadata (See 
col. 16 lines 17-24 which discloses that transition between two sub-shots is 
determined based on similarity); and a processing step of adding a transition 
effect to the data by using the transition clip(See col. 16 lines 17-21 which 
discloses that sub-shots are fused together). 

Regarding clam 2, an information processing method according to claim 1, 
wherein the selecting step comprises: an extracting step of extracting a plurality 
of potential transition clips suitable for adding a transition effect to the data from 
among transition clips stored in advance (See col. 16 lines 20-54); and a 
determining step of determining an optimal transition clip from among the 
plurality of extracted potential transition clips (See col. 16 lines 20-54). 

Regarding claim 6, An information processing method according to claim 
1 , wherein the selecting step comprises: an extracting step of extracting 
transition clips which are unsuitable for adding a transition effect to the data from 
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among transition clips stored in advance; and a determining step of determining 
an optimal transition clip using the extracted unsuitable transition clips. 

Hua discloses that the type of transition between the sub-shots is 
determined based on the similarity of these two shots. This implies that 
relationships between the sub-shots are known. Determining what is a 'suitable' 
or 'unsuitable' transition effect is dependent on the user. A transition effect 
deemed 'suitable' for one person may not be considered 'suitable' for another 
person. Therefore, any transition effect added would be 'unsuitable' and/or 
'suitable* depending on the user. Hua also goes on to describe a method of 
determining an optimal transition clip from one stored in advance (col 16 lines 37- 
55). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , An information processor for editing input data, 
comprising: obtaining means for obtaining metadata of the data; selecting means 
for selecting a transition clip used for adding a transition effect to the data based 
on the metadata; and processing means for adding a transition effect to the data 
by using the transition clip. (See Fig. 2, which discloses a metadata extraction 
module, content selection module, and an alignment and fusion module). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claim (3-5,7-10) rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hua et al, US 7,127,120 in view of Moore et al, US 7,102,643. 



Regarding claim 3, an information processing method according to claim 
2, wherein the extracting step comprises a step of extracting a plurality of 
potential transition clips associated with event information of metadata included 
in two scenes sandwiching a position for a transition clip among all scenes in the 
data. 

Hua teaches an extraction module (see fig. 2, 208) that compares 
metadata included in two scenes and an alignment and fusion module (see fig. 2, 
218) that fuses sub-shots with different transitions based on similarity.(see col.16 
lines 17-45). The metadata can include event information of the two sub-shots 
(col 7, lines 1-30). Hua does not explicitly state is which two sub-shots are being 
compared. However, Moore illustrates the concept of providing a plurality of 
transition effects that could be executed between any two display states. (See 
col. 8 lines 3-37) Therefore, the combination of the teachings that Hua and 
Moore illustrate would have rendered the above claim obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art. 



Pcise 6 
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Regarding claim 4, an information processing method according to claim 
2, wherein the extracting step comprises a step of extracting a plurality of 
potential transition clips corresponding to a transition effect associated with the 
correlation between event information and object information of metadata 
included in two scenes sandwiching a position for a transition clip among all 

scenes in the data. 

Because metadata can include event information and object information, 
similarities or correlations between them may therefore be obtained. (See col. 16 
lines 17-45 of Hua) Therefore, the combined teachings are Hua and Moore would 
have rendered the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 5, an information processing method according to claim 
2, wherein the determining step comprises: a step of displaying the plurality of 
extracted potential transition clips; and a step of specifying an arbitrary transition 
clip from among the displayed potential transition clips, whereby the specified 
transition clip is determined as an optimal transition clip. 

Hua teaches of a specified transition clip that is determined as an optimal 
transition clip (col 16 lines 37-55). Hua does not explicitly teach is the displaying 
of transition clips. Moore, on the other hand clearly illustrates an option for being 
able to display and preview transition clips. (See Fig 9(b) and col 10 lines 35-55). 
Therefore, the combined teachings of Hua and Moore would have rendered the 
above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
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Regarding claim 7, An information processing method according to claim 
6, wherein the extracting step comprises a step of extracting a plurality of 
unsuitable transition clips associated with event information of metadata included 
in two scenes sandwiching a position for a transition clip among all scenes in the 
data. 

See claim 6. Hua also goes on to describe a method of determining an 
optimal transition clip from one stored in advance (col 16 lines 37-55). Hua does 
not explicitly state is which two sub-shots are being compared. However, Moore 
illustrates the concept of providing a plurality of transition effects that could be 
executed between any two display states. (See col. 8 lines 3-37) Therefore, the 
combination of the teachings that Hua and Moore illustrate would have rendered 
the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 8, An information processing method according to claim 
6, wherein the extracting step comprises a step of extracting a plurality of 
unsuitable transition clips corresponding to a transition effect associated with the 
correlation between event information and object information of metadata 
included in two scenes sandwiching a position for a transition clip among all 

scenes in the data. 

See Claim 6 and 7. Because metadata can include event information and 
object information, similarities or correlations between them may therefore be 
obtained. (See col. 16 lines 17-45 of Hua) Therefore, the combined teachings are 
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Hua and Moore would have rendered the above claim obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 9, An information processing method according to claim 
6, wherein the determining step comprises: a step of displaying a plurality of 
potential transition clips; a step of specifying an arbitrary transition clip from 
among the displayed potential transition clips (col 16 lines 37-55); and a step of 
displaying an error message when the specified transition clip is an unsuitable 
transition clip extracted in the extracting step. 

See claim 6.Hua does not explicitly teach is the displaying of potential 
transition clips. Moore, on the other hand clearly illustrates an option for being 
able to display and preview transition clips. (See Fig 9(b) and col 10 lines 35-55). 
Official notice is also taken in that error message displaying is well known in the 
art. Therefore, the combined teachings of Hua and Moore would have rendered 
the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claim 10, An information processing method according to claim' 
1 , wherein the selecting step comprises: a step of calculating suitability of each 
transition clip for frames to be edited in the data; a step of displaying the 
transition clips in decreasing order of suitability; and a step of specifying an 
arbitrary transition clip from among the displayed transition clips, (col 16 lines 37- 
55 of Hua). 
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Determining what a 'suitable' or 'unsuitable' transition effect is dependent 
on the user. A transition effect deemed 'suitable' for one person may not be 
considered 'suitable* for another person. Therefore, any transition effect added 
would be 'unsuitable' and/or 'suitable' depending on the user. Thus, determining 
a transition clip based on similarity as Hua discloses can be deemed as 
calculating 'suitability'. Moore illustrates an option for being able to display and 
preview transition clips. (See Fig 9(b) and col 10 lines 35-55). In this case, any 
order of display could be regarded as decreasing order of 'suitability' since there 
is no way to differentiate any 'order'. Therefore, the combined teachings of Hua 
and Moore would have rendered the above claim obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art. 

Contact 

7 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 

communications from the examiner should be directed to Ricky Chin whose 
telephone number is 571-270-3753. The examiner can normally be reached on 
M-F 8:30-6:00.lf attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on 571-272-7332. The fax 
. phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
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Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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